
 

 
 

 
 
Thompson Harris, “TRAP” 
Opening: Sunday, November 4 from 5 to 8 p.m.  
Hours: By appointment through Sunday, November 18, 2018 
 
Before technology, surveillance, and the internet, living beings have existed in networks of 
circulating signals. The acknowledgment of these signals and, by extension, their relational 
networks have become increasingly important as their entrenchment in our lives has become (or 
maybe always has been) profoundly insidious. Trap focuses on the dual evolution of traps and 
art as semiotic elements, elements used to communicate, expand our temporal state, and 
inhabit subjective positions outside our own. Our ability to understand and address our own 
habits and those of others is both a necessity and a curse— once expanding and ensnaring 
ourselves, sometimes all at the same time. Both art objects and traps respond to observations 
of environmental patterns or habits. Not only humans, but animals and plants, have the ability to 
manipulate the habits of other beings, to provoke, to harm, or to benefit. Trap engages with this 
artwork/trap dichotomy by acknowledging the traps set within art itself and by other nonhuman 
agents. 
 
Thompson Harris (b. 1985)  lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. He received his BFA from 
Cooper Union and his MFA from Rutgers Mason Gross School of the Arts. Recent group shows 
include "sun stains / future spore breeders" at Striphanger (Brooklyn, NY) and "Last Supper" at 
the Woodpile (Brooklyn, NY). He has taught art and design for 7 years, most recently as a 
lecturer at Moore College in Philadelphia. Harris is also the co-founder of SEMINAR, a monthly 
artist-led discussion group started in 2013 focused on philosophical and aesthetic texts. He is 
also a co-editor of independent publisher Ink Cap Press. His recent lecture, “Slimy Fictions,” 
took place November 2017 at 321 Gallery. His book, "The Skate," was also released there in 
February 2018.  
 
http://thompsonharris.net/ 
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