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In the questionable language of perfumery, “notes” describe the order of perception. “Heart notes” emerge right after the 
initial lightness of surface and mask but eventually reveal the heavy finality to come. Heart notes are rounded. Through a 
bewitching intoxication, they create transitional spaces. The experience of one note’s presence might alter the perception 
of others. 
 
Referencing experimental abstract painting coming out of NYC in the late 60s and early 70s (the alternative materials, 
processes, and installation practices of artists like Al Loving, Alan Shields, Elizabeth Murray and Joan Snyder) Grant is 
energized by the elasticity of the medium of painting— the freedom and complexity therein— and the demands for 
continual plays with perception in the political turmoil of now. 
 
Within this show, Grant balances a two-sided sculptural painting within a constellation of monoprints made during her 
recent residency at The Lower East Side Printshop. Grids exist in conversation with pervasive psychedelia. Squares 
resemble garden plots teeming with lush life. Influenced by the mosaics in Sicily and the folding structures of Japanese 
screens, these works use shifts in scale, producing moments of expansiveness beside those more planktonesque. 
Various paint handling techniques recall a gritty planet surface or the rendered pattern of a tiled floor. Grant’s cosmology 
of spirals, waves, holes, orbs and blooms are indebted to her careful attention to organic materials, life cycles, and fluidity.  

 
Born from an interest in portability and accessibility, the screen at the center of this exhibition neither relies upon nor 
denies a wall as support. The orientation of the voids in the painted screen, in their very openness and flexibility, allows 
one to see through the screen into the surrounding environment. Depending on where bodies inhabit the space, the 
interaction between screen and setting creates a fragmented and staggered arrangement. Islands, vacuums, and 
bouquets are populated with forms and textures, observed and obscured. 
 
All together, these works are concerned with the complexity of seeing. Unconfined by binaries (recto/verso, inside/outside, 
surface/volume), the freestanding work at the heart of this show contradicts these dualities with an accordion potential. 

https://www.matineeprojects.net/


The monotypes, speaking through a language indebted to collage and graphic design, utilize multiple layers, negative 
space, shadows and seriality. Ceramic pieces with mirrored glaze reflect and agitate through their three dimensionality. 
Glass beads atop the canvas magnify painted gestures and create a light indeterminacy. Familiar, yet odd, the punchy 
colors and patterns echo color field painting and Pucci scarves. As these notes bleed into each other, they become 
devices for viewing the world, reflecting our come-ups and crashes. 
 
 
Sophie Grant was born in 1985 in Santa Cruz, California. She received her MFA from Hunter College and attended the 
Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture in 2015. She is a current artist in residence at the Hercules Art Studio 
Program and a recent Keyholder Resident at the Lower East Side Printshop in New York. She lives and works in NYC. 
 
Matinee Projects is located at 611 W 137th Street and is open by appointment at info@matineeprojects.com 
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